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QUARTER TWO HIGHLIGHTS
NOVEMBER 2 THROUGH JANUARY 15

HALF-WAY
We are coming up on a year since the pandemic first hit the US. Who knew that we'd have
students all proficient in multisyllabic vocabulary terms like –pandemic or quarantine– at this
time a year ago? But, here we are, and we are SO proud of all of the students at Good
Shepherd. This year will go down as a different one, and we need to celebrate the small
moments in a challenging year. Quarter 2 brought ups and downs, yet the students continued
to persevere, engage, and grow in faith and mind.

HARD AT WORK

CIVIC DUTY - PRACTICED FUTURE RIGHT TO VOTE

BOOK REPORTS

IN-PERSON & DISTANCE
LEARNING

2021

LEARNING ABOUT THE EPIPHANY

A WORD FROM OUR TEACHERS
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VETERAN'S DAY

HO, HO, HO

WHAT STOOD OUT TO YOU IN QUARTER 2?

"Two memories that really stood out for me were: Grinch
Readers Theater in December - how students worked
together and encouraged each other from choosing parts, set
making, planning, and then the performance! We have also
had some amazing thoughtful discussions in Reading class the
last couple of weeks where the students were applying
knowledge they learned in Social Studies about the
Revolutionary War to the two different short stories we read
and discussed."
~Mrs. Steck (5th Grade)
"Sixth graders accomplished completion of their poetry unit!
Sixth graders continue to learn, lead, and grow in their faith.
They show up each day with a positive attitude. They have
taken on responsibilities given to them such as organizing the
Blessing Bags as well as updating laptops on a whim."
~Mrs. Halstrom (6th Grade)
"I really loved doing the Arctic animal stations. Especially, the
blubber one! Watching the light bulbs click on my student's
faces was so impactful. At one station, the kids first put their
hands in ice cold water. Then, they put their hands in bags of
Crisco that acted like an animal’s blubber, and put that hand
in the water. The kids were amazed at how they no longer felt
the cold water! It is so rewarding as a teacher to have the
kids experience first hand what we are teaching. The looks on
their faces are priceless."
~Mrs. Lee (Kindergarten)

Thank you, Men's Club and
other volunteers, for making
Santa and St. Nick available
for visits during the pandemic!
#believe

MARY ON
THE MANTEL

Students enjoyed looking for
Mary. The class that found
her first read Mary's
Messages over the loudspeaker each day during
Advent.
#sendyourprayerstoMary
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VOTING

CONCERT

SERVICE

Students practiced a future
civic duty - VOTING. The kids
voted for a Red, White & Blue
Day, a specific Reggie logo for
a spirit wear shirt, and for an
ice cream treat (the brownie
almost won).

Mrs. Stearns orchestrated a
wonderful virtual Christmas
concert, while students enjoyed
popcorn and viewing from their
homes. Mrs Stearns also started
band with students!

During times of challenge, one
of the best ways to heal is to
give back. Our families went
above and beyond in donations
for PRISM, Angel Tree, Food
Drive, and Blessing Bags.
THANK YOU!

SNOW!

LEARNING ABOUT THE NATIVITY

CLASS TEAMWORK AT RECESS

READING
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TWO- HOUR "RECESS & LUNCH" IN DECEMBER,
JUST TO BE EXTRA SAFE DURING A GAS LEAK.

REGGIE DAY & A VISIT FROM SANTA

STEM

THE WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDED MASS
OUTSIDE TOGETHER!

MORE HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR TEACHERS
"Fourth grade has been learning about structures and functions of plants, and we did a STEM lesson
where they designed a 3D flower and labeled the parts. They have also been working on writing a
personal narrative about a trip they took. They have been learning about the Midwest region and have
been doing a Show and Tell about one landmark from this region. They now know the states and
capitals of the Northeast, Southeast, and Midwest regions."
~Mrs. Ruehle (4th Grade)
"The third graders have been doing a great job reading to the preschool students. They have been
sharing their love of reading and remembering to keep a very safe distance. They also enjoyed learning
more about Advent, and did excellent work on projects assigned in class." ~Ms. Timian (3rd Grade)
"In second grade we did something new this year and made American flags for Veterans. We distributed
them to local VA hospitals and VFWs. It was awesome to see the kids bring cheer to Veterans."
~Mrs. Fossen (2nd Grade)
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RESILIENCE
The students have embraced the cohort model, even though it
can be challenging to move around less and not see all their
peers. They are shining in their academics and continue to work
hard to problem solve and make growth in their faith, academics,
and friendships. In Spanish, students spent time learning about
Our Lady of Guadalupe. In PE, they were able to get back in the
gym and compete in safe and fun games!

CARPET TIME

COLORING CONTEST

INDEPENDENT WORK TIME

BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS, DO NOT BE FRIGHTENED OR DISMAYED; FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD IS WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO.
JOSHUA 1:9

THE GRINCH PLAY

ANGEL TREE

WALKING PRAYER SERVICE

PARTNER WORK

2021
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TRUSTING IN GOD
GRACIOUS GOD,
IN THE BUSYNESS OF MY DAY,
I SOMETIMES FORGET TO
STOP AND THANK YOU FOR ALL
THAT IS GOOD IN MY LIFE.
MY BLESSINGS ARE MANY AND
MY HEART IS FILLED WITH GRATEFULNESS
FOR THE GIFT OF LIVING,
FOR THE ABILITY TO LOVE AND BE LOVED
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE
THE EVERYDAY WONDERS OF CREATION,
FOR SLEEP AND WATER,
FOR A MIND THAT THINKS
AND A BODY THAT FEELS.
I THANK YOU TOO,
FOR THOSE THINGS IN MY LIFE
THAT ARE LESS THAN I
WOULD HOPE THEM TO BE.
THINGS THAT SEEM CHALLENGING,
UNFAIR OR DIFFICULT.
IN THE SILENCE OF MY SOUL,
I THANK YOU MOST OF ALL FOR YOUR
UNCONDITIONAL AND ETERNAL LOVE.
AMEN

